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In the somewhat distant past, I served as chair of the Florida Board of Acupuncture’s Probable Cause Panel which judged which cases brought before the Board had sufficient merit to warrant prosecution. What struck me most about those licensees whose cases were brought before us was their lack of knowledge about Chapters 456, 457, and 64B1, Florida Administrative Code, which governed their conduct as Licensed Acupuncturists and also spelled out their rights.   

For sure, some of the accused probably knew that they were clearly in violation of the law and broke the law anyways. I’m not concerned about that group, and this course won’t be of much help to them.

But others were only in violation because they had misunderstood or had not been aware of some aspect of the laws and rules. Then there was another surprisingly large group of accused who, perhaps out of an undue fear of the prosecutorial powers of the State, volunteered to plead guilty to complaints, even though they had done nothing wrong! If they had known what their rights were under the law, they should have instead asked for the Board to absolve them of any wrongdoing. Fortunately, the probable cause process provides for professional acupuncturists only to serve on the Panel, and such cases of clear innocence were routinely judged in the defendant’s favor, despite the misguided arguments of the lawyers of the Department of Health.
Nevertheless, I would often leave such meetings thinking, “If only these people had read their laws and rules. So much trouble and expense could have been avoided.”

This course intends to empower you by getting you to read and understand Chapters 456, 457, and 64 B1 of the Florida Administrative Code, all of which govern your conduct in this profession. We have provided you with the most up to date set of laws and rules available. They are yours to keep.

Please note that the Florida Legislature and the Board of Acupuncture are continually updating and changing these laws and rules. It is your responsibility to keep abreast of these changes and to govern yourself=f accordingly. The State of Florida, its Department of Health, and the Board of Acupuncture will not, repeat, will not, routinely inform you of such changes by sending you a letter when they occur. They assume correctly that it is your individual responsibility under Florida law to remain knowledgeable about these laws and rules.

To that end, the State of Florida has created a web site where you can read the current versions of these laws under Title VI and Title XXXII at http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?Mode=View%20Statutes&Submenu=1&Tab=statutes&CFID=15194626&CFTOKEN=40492680  .
To read weekly updates about possible changes to 64B1, F.A.C. (the rules which govern our practice) go to the Florida Administrative Weekly online at http://www.faw.dos.state.fl.us/fawframes.html .

Please read all the laws and rules which we have sent you as part of this course to answer the twenty (20) questions on the exam sheet. Select your answers from the range of possible answers provided on page five (5) and enter into the answer box the letter next to the best possible correct answer.

For example, if the question were, “Some acupuncturists feel that the members of the Department of Health have acted (unsuccessfully) in an illegal manner to prevent the Board of Acupuncture from adopting a rule which would allow Florida Licensed Acupuncture Physicians to order and use lab tests. What section of Florida law says that
“neither the department nor any board may take any action that tends to create or maintain an economic condition that unreasonably restricts competition, except as provided specifically by law?”

Then your correct answer from the Page of Answer Possibilities should be: w

Please enter the correct letter – w –instead of the actual statutory reference, which in this case is 456.003 (4) (a).

Please complete your Course Exam and sign the acknowledgment that you have in fact read the material, performed the exercises, and taken the exam personally. 
A grade of 70% minimum is required to receive a certificate of satisfactory completion. Good reading and good luck.
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Healing Centre, LLC Twenty Hour Laws and Rules Course Exam
1. Which section of Chapter 64B1 or 457 allows only licensed acupuncturists to use the title “D.O.M.?” Answer:
2. Which rule number allows only licensed acupuncturists to use the title Doctor of Oriental Medicine? Answer: 
3. By law, the Board of Acupuncture shall consist of how many members? Answer:
4. Acupuncture Injection Therapy is specifically authorized under what rule? Answer:
5. Medical records must be kept for a period of how many years from the date of the last entry to the record? Answer:
6. Under what section of law are licenses required to notify the department of the licensee’s current mailing address and place of practice? Answer:
7. Are licensees under Chapter 457 or 64B1 required to take CEU instruction on Domestic Violence? Answer:
8.  What section of law refers to treatment programs for impaired professionals? Answer:
9. What section of rules requires licensees under Chapter 457 or 64B1 to take CEU instruction on Medical Imaging and Lab Tests? Answer:
10. Florida law states that: “The boards, or the department when there is no board, shall require the completion of a 2-hour course relating to prevention of medical errors as part of the licensure and renewal process. This 2-hour course shall count towards the total number of continuing education hours required for the profession…” In which section of Florida law is this language contained? Answer:
11.  Under what section of 64B1 are licensed acupuncturists prohibited from claiming acupuncture is useful in “curing” any disease? Answer:
12. As reported in Parade magazine, the nation’s blood banks will not take blood from anyone who has had acupuncture within the past twelve months. What section of Chapter 457 or 64 B1 illustrates this policy to be based on discriminatory superstition and not possibly reflective of the realities of the safe and proper legal practice of acupuncture in Florida? Answer:
13. What section of 64B1 permits the use of lab test and imaging findings? Answer:
14. True or false – Intravenous therapy is permitted as a form of acupuncture injection therapy? Answer:
15. Where is the primary responsibility of the board described? Answer:
16. What section of law provides for the emergency suspension of the license of any practitioner who tests positive for any drug on any government or private sector pre-employment or employer ordered confirmed drug test? Answer:
17. In what section of Chapter 457 or 64B1 does the Legislature define “Prescriptive rights?” Answer:
18. What section of Florida law makes it unlawful for a practitioner to exercise influence within a patient-practitioner relationship for purposes of engaging a patient in sexual activity? Answer:
19. What section of 64B1 or 457 allows licensed acupuncturists to use the term Acupuncture Physician? Answer:
20. Under what section of Florida law must massage establishments be

registered with the Department of Health but no mention is made of acupuncture clinics? Answer:
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